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 Solid organs: heart , liver, kidneys, lungs, pancreas, stomach, and intestines. 

Tissue: corneas, tendons, saphenous and femoral veins, fascia, heart valve, 

skin and bone. 

 How many people can be helped: One organ an tissue donor directly may help 

more than 50 people. Organs can help others through life-saving transplants. 

Corneas renew sight, and tissue may help to restore someone’s ability to walk, 

run or move freely with pain. 

 Who can donate: Anyone can make the decision to be a donor. Few illnesses 

would prevent donation, but the ability to donate is determined on a case-by-

case basis at the time of death. 

 If I donate, can I still have an open casket: yes, donation does not interfere 

with the viewing or funeral arrangements. 
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 If I am in an accident and I am a donor, will the doctors save me: Yes, paramedics, 

doctors and nurses will do everything to save your life. In fact, the medical team 

treating you is separate from the medical team who retrieves the organs. 

 If I die of a heart attack, can I be a donor: generally, no. For traditional organ      

donation, a person needs to be in a hospital and on a ventilator at the time of 

death. If someone dies of a heart attack, that person may donate tissue, but not 

organs. 

 What is brain death: Brain death results most often from severe head injuries 

caused by stroke, car accidents, shootings, or acute allergic reactions. When the 

injury permanently cuts the blood and oxygen supply to the brain, the brain stops 

working. When the brain stops working, the body stops working. Brain death is the 

legal definition of death. 
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 What is cardiac death: Cardiac death is the other legal definition of death. It is 

caused when an individual’s heart permanently stops beating. It is commonly 

associated with heart attacks and diseases, such as cancer. 

 How is it decided who receives organs: Donated organs are given to patients 

based on the match between the donor and intended recipient’s blood type, 

height & weight, medical urgency (status) and time on the waiting list. Wealth, 

age, race and gender do not affect who receives organs. 

 Does my religion support donation: Major organized religions support            

donation, considering it one of the greatest ways to help others. 

 Am I too old to donate: There is no age limit on organ donation. The general 

age limit for tissue donation is 80 and 70 for corneal donation. 
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 Can my family override my decision: No, although a discussion will occur with 

your family, a donor designation or signed donor card is legally binding for  

people 18 and older. If someone is under 18 or in the absence of a donor 

card, the family will make the decision regarding donation. 

 Is there a charge for organ donation: your insurance will be billed for care to 

you; however, neither your family nor your estate will pay for anything related to 

organ donation. 

 How can I register to be a donor: You can place the donor designation on your 

driver’s license or state identification card or you can complete a CORE donor 

card and return it. In Pennsylvania, you may sign up on-line at      

www.donatelife-pa.org .  

http://www.donatelife-pa.org/


 

For More  

Information 

 CORE/Center for Organ Recovery and Education: local non-profit    

organization that manages organ recovery for Region 2 (UPMC and 

Allegheny General) www.core.org 

 UNOS/United Network for Organ Sharing: national government 

agency that manages the donation process and provides regulatory 

governing to transplant centers and provides education to the     

public www.unos.org 

 www.donatelife.net 

 www.donatelife-pa.org 

 www.dmv.state.pa.us/organ_donor 
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